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LIBRARY BOOK IMPORTS. 


T= 50 per cent. cut on book imports which the Government has found it 

necessary to impose will prevent libraries from obtaining through the usual 

channels book supplies comparable with those they have obtained in the past. Not 

only will there be fewer books available, but, as booksellers will tend to bring in 

only those publications the resale of which is certain, there may be a qualitative 

as well as a quantitative decline in the books available in local bookshops. The 

- Association has therefore made an approach to the Hon. Minister of Customs, 
who has approved the following method of alleviating the position: 

A Central Bureau, under the administration of the Country Library Service, 
has been set up with authority to recommend to the Customs Department the 
issue of special licences for library book imports. Such licences for book impor- 
tations, when granted by the Customs Department, whether to a local bookseller 
— on behalf of a library, or to a library itself, are to be treated as additional 

the licences granted in the normal way and are not to be a charge against 
the allocation of. 50 per cent. of 1938 imports now operating as a basis for the 
import of books and printed papers. 

The book fund of each library during the year ending 31st March, 1938, 
will be taken as the basis of calculation for the issue of special licenses. It is 
presumed that libraries will have no difficulty in obtaining books to the value of 
50 per cent. of their 1938 book funds. The Central Bureau will recommend the 
issue of special licences to import books to the value of the remaining 50 per 
cent. provided that this 50 per cent. is spent on non-fiction books and periodicals, 
and that lists of these are submitted to the Bureau for approval. The exact 
procedure is described below. The Bureau will not recommend the issue of 
special licences for the purchase of fiction in or translated into the English 
language, or for non-fiction books of a very trivial type. The Bureau reserves 
the right to refuse to recommend a licence for the purchase of any book of which, 

| in the opinion of the Bureau, there is an adequate number of copies in the 





The result of the activities of the Bureau should be:— 

(a) To encourage better standards of book selection and to prevent any 
deterioration of New Zealand libraries as a result of the book import 
restrictions. 

(6) To eliminate duplicate buying where this would be wasteful. 

(c) To discover gaps in the stock of the main libraries. 

(d) To build up a Union Catalogue of books in New Zealand libraries, 
thereby very much facilitating inter-library loans. 

(e) To stimulate the co-operative use of book stock by New Zealand libraries. 


APPLICATIONS TO THE BUREAU. 


Number of copies required, and how each copy will be used. 
* Four copies — A, B, C, and D of each application are to be made on foolscap 


sheets. 
A, B, and C are forwarded to the Bureau. 
The last copy, D, is kept at the Library. 
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The Bureau annotates copy C (for explana- 
tion of annotations see below) and returns it 
to the Library for reconsideration. The Library 
makes the necessary deletions on this copy and 
annotates and deletes its own copy D to cor- 
respond with C. Copy C is then returned to 
the Bureau. 

Deletions (but not annotations) are now 
made on copies A and B so that they corres- 
pond with C. Copy A is stamped and certified 
by the Bureau,* and copy B is stamped and 
initiqlled. Copies A and B are now returned 
to the Library. 

The Library sends copies A and B to the 
bookseller who submits the certified copy A to 
the District Collector of Customs, and having 
obtained a special licence from Customs he 
uses the stamped copy B for his own records. 
The annotated copy C is kept on permanent 
file at the Bureau and the annotated copy D 
on permanent file at the Library. 

If the Library is importing on its own 
account, final application is, of course, made 
directly by it to the District Collector of 
Customs. 

Entries are to be arranged first in alpha- 
betical order of publishers, the publishers being 
divided into two sequences, one English and 
one American (a third sequence will be neces- 
sary for any foreign publications), and then 
in alphabetical order of authors under each 
publisher. Each entry must show publisher, 
number of copies, author, title, source (includ- 
ing date), and published price. A sample 
entry is given below :— 

MURRAY, JOHN. 
(1) Wright, H. C.—Soil Analysis, 2nd edition. 


Source. Date. 
12/6 ASLIB Jul, °39 


A sample list of abbreviations used for 

sources is as follows:— 

Asia.—Asia. 

ASLIB.—Aslib Booklist. 

BB.—Best Books. 

BRD.—Book Review Digest. 

BkI.—A.L.A. Booklist. 

CSM.—Christian Science Monitor. 

JL.—John O’London’s Weekly. 

Lib.—Librarian. 

LAR.—Library Association Record. 

List.—Listener. 

MG.—Manchester Guardian. 

Nat.—Nation. 

NR.—New Republic. 

NSN.—New Statesman and Nation. 

NYHT.—New York Herald Tribune. 

NYT.—New York Times. 

NZL.—New Zealand Libraries. 

Obs.— Observer. 


Pub. Cat.—Publishers’ Catalogue. 

SRL.—Saturday Review of Literature. 

Spec.—Spectator. 

SC.—Standard Catalog for public libraries (H. 
W. Wilson Company). 

Time.—Time. 

TT.—Time and Tide. 

TLS.—Times Literary Supplement. 

WB.—Wilson Bulletin. 


PROCEDURE AT THE BUREAU. 


The key record of the Bureau will be the 
union card, which will be made out for each 
book approved for licence. The card will have 
space tor author and title entries and in addi- 
tion thirty-six one-centimetre squares, twenty- 
four of which will be printed to represent the 
libraries most likely to use the special licensing 
facilities. The code used, which is set out 
below, is, with slight modifications, the code of 
abbreviations officially adopted by the New 
Zealand Library Association:— 

AP—Auckland Public Libraries, 

AU—Auckland University College Library. 

CP—Canterbury Public Library 

CU—Canterbury University College Library. 

DP—Dunedin Public Library. 

DU—University of Otago Library, Dunedin. 

GP—Gisborne Public Library. 

HP—Hamilton Public Library. 

HaP—Hastings Public Library. 

henna Public Library. 

LP—Lower Hutt Public Library. 

LiAC—Lincoln Agricultural College Library. 

NP—New Plymouth Public Library. 

NaP—Napier Public Library. 

NeP—Nelson Public Library 

PAC—Massey pon fnew College, Palmerston N. 

PP—Palmerston North Public Library. 

TP—Timaru Public Library. 

WCL—Country Library Service, W ton. 

WGA—General Assembly Library, W: 

wP—W Public Library 

WTu—Alexander Turnbull = Wellington. 

WU—Victoria University College Library, Wel- 


WaP—Wanganui Public Library. 

The remaining twelve blank squares will be 
used as required for other libraries. 

The union cards will be filed in. one alpha- 
betical order of authors. 

When an application is received from a 
library, copy C is taken to the file of union 
cards and checked with it. In the case of 
books for which there is no union card already 
on file the source given in the application is 
checked (except where a book is of such ob- 
vious worth that this is unnecessary) and, if the 
book is within the scope of the Bureau, a union 
card is made for it. In these cases copy C is 


not marked in any way, thus indicating to the 
Library that no other library has contemplated 
buying the book so far. 
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Where a union card is already on file the 
date of the application (i.e. the month and 
year in figures) and the number of copies is 
written in the appropriate square of the card. 
It is then necessary to annotate copy C of the 
application to show how many copies of the 
book have already been ordered by other 
libraries. In cases in which only one copy or 
no copies have been definitely ordered, but in 
which one or more libraries are in the recon- 
sideration stage, this will be indicated, but 
where two or more copies have been definitely 
ordered there seems no need to show applica- 
tions which have not been certified. 


The following symbols are used to annotate 

copy C al the application:— 
one copy ordered. 
(red) ** two copies ordered. 
* three or more copies ordered. 
* one copy under reconsideration. 
(green) ** two copies under reconsideration. 
“ee three or more copies under reconsider- 
ation. 

A printed form, bearing the following head- 
ings, will be used to supplement these annota- 
tions: — 

This book is outside the scope of the special licences 
recommended by the Bureau. 

We cannot trace this book in any recognized list or 
periodical. 

This book is already in the stock of the ......... 
Library and could be lent to you through the inter- 
library loan service, If you wish to take advantage 
of this please delete the book from your application 
and fill in an inter-library loan card. 

A rubber stamp, “See attached form,” will 
be issued in the margin opposite the entry for 
which a form is necessary. The entry for the 
book will be filled in under the appropriate 
heading of the form. 

It will be necessary to ask libraries which buy 
non-fiction books with that portion of their 
book funds for which special licences are un- 
necessary to send the Bureau lists of such non- 
fiction in order that these books may be in- 
cluded in the union card record. This will 
apply mainly to university and special libraries. 

When copy C is received back at the Bureau 
after reconsideration by the Library, the union 
card for any item which has been deleted is 


turned up and the date of application in the 
Library’s square through. 

Libraries must notify the Bureau of the with- 
drawal of all non-fiction books purchased after 
the Bureau begins to function. Books should 
not be destroyed until after this notification 
has been sent. Ic will then be possible to pre- 
vent the destruction of the last copy in the 
Dominion of a book which might conceivably 


be wanted at some time. 


Record of the Value of Book Imports : 

When an application for special licence is 
certified, the Bureau will make a note of its 
value (which will be reckoned as published 
price plus 25 per cent.) on two sheets kept for 
this purpose, one sheet for each library and 
one total sheet which will give the value of 
all orders recommended for special licence each 
month. 

All applications should be received not later 
than the end of November if the expenditure 
is to be met by funds for the financial year 
ending 31st March. 


Value of the Licenses Allotted to each Library : 

Fifty per cent. of the book fund for the year 
ended 31st March, 1938, may be inadequate 
for special licences to libraries in which there 
has been marked development since that year. 
These libraries should submit to the Bureau the 
estimate of expenditure on books and period- 
icals, 1940-41, approved by their authorities, 
and an outline of the developments since 1938 
which make increased expenditure on books 
necessary. 

If it is found that local booksellers are 
unable to supply, without the use of special 
licenses, books to the value of 50 per cent. of 
former expenditure, the Bureau should be 
informed. It will be helpful if libraries which 
are able to obtain without special licence 
materially more than 50 per cent of former 
purchases report this to the Bureau. 


* Stamped and certified copies will bear a rubber 
stamp: “CENTRAL BUREAU FOR LIBRARY 
BOOK IMPORTS: RECOMMENDED FOR 
SPECIAL LICENCE and will be signed by the 
Officer in Charge of the C.L.S. or an authorised 
member of his staff. 


GENERAL NEWS 


Wellington Branch : 

The Wellington Branch proposes to hold its 
annual ing shortly after the Conference. 
The Secretary appeals for the support of mem- 


bers at Conference for various matters which 
the Branch has arranged to have introduced. In 
particular, the attention of members is drawn 
to rule 35 of the Proposed Rules of the 
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N.Z.L.A., and to the comment on this rule in 


the Notes, which accompany the 
» they oom 
Any member who has not yet seen a copy 


of the Proposed Rules and 

may do so on appli to Mr. K. G. Mawson, 
the Branch Secretary, at the Wellington Cen- 
tral Library. 

Nominations for Office : 

It should be clearly understood that nomina- 
tions for office are subject to constitutional 
amendments which may be effected under the 
new Rules. The new Rules under the Act 
incorporating the Association will have been 
considered by the time officers are elected, and 
nominations are of course being accepted in 
the meantime only on a provisional basis. 


Further Nominations : 

Vice-President: Cr. 
lington. 

Facilities at Conference : 

Miss Rachel Old, Secretary of the Lyceum 
Club, has written to the offering the 
freedom of the Club to delegates visiting Wel- 
lington during Conference. It is hoped that 
members and delegates will avail themselves of 
this generous offer. 


Opening of Conference : 

The Minister of Education, the Hon. P. 
Fraser, has been pleased to accept the invita- 
tion of the Association to open the Conference 
formally on Wednesday, 21st February. His 
Worship the Mayor of Wellington has been 
asked to extend a welcome on behalf of the 
City, immediately before the opening. 


W. J. Gaudin, Wel- 


Camp Libraries : 

THE LIBRARIAN for December, 1939, has 
these remarks to make on the subject of 
libraries for military camps; librarians may find 
them useful in their drive for books : 

“Why should soldiers’ reading be different ? 
A soldier is just one of your ordinary bor- 
rowers in different clothes. He is entitled to 
regulation library service, and is probably still 
a ratepayer. Why should: the rubbish from 
public attics be considered good enough for 
him when in khaki?” 

Dunedin Public Library : 

Dunedin’s new Boys’ and Girls’ library was 

opened recently. The new room is exactly 


opposite the main library and occupies the 
ground floor of Club House. 


pens hy music, plays, voyages and travels, 
and great lives occupy a whole wall. One is 
tempted to conclude that a child’s i 


separate room has been provided in Club House 
for this which will make it much more 
convenient * the regular cartage in and out of 
books for schools. The space formerly occu- 
Cala caaee cee 
e Staff who were previously employed in 
y basement; the bookbinding, catal 
and invoicing will all be done in one room wit 
a direct service entrance from the street. 


Resignation : 

Miss Evelyn Little, first assistant at the 
Dunedin Public Library, has resigned from the 
staff in view of her approaching marriage. 


Hon. Solicitor : 

Mr. J. R. Marshall, Hon Solicitor of the 
Association, has now returned from his visit 
abroad. It is hoped that those members of the 
Association who have not yet met him may 
have an opportunity of doing so at Conference. 


Books in Chinese : 

Mr. E. J. Bell has an enquiry for books in 
Chinese. The application has been made on 
behalf of a recent arrival from China, a young 
bride who cannot read English. If any 
libraries could let Mr. Bell have books in 
Chinese on interloan, he would be glad to hear 


from them. 


Examinations : 


At the October meeting of the Council of 
the Library Association, London, it was decided 
to hold the May, 1940, Examinations. Entries. 
close on March 11th. At the next meeting 
of the Council the question of holding ex- 
aminations in December, 1940, will be con- 
sidered. The Library Assistant for Decem- 


ber remarks that in the last War annual 
examinations were held in May, and the 
examinations in December were not held 
in any year. In view of the possibility of this 
happening again, the A.A.L. correspondence 
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courses which were to have begun in November, 
finishing in time for the December, 1940, 
examinations, have provisionally been cancelled. 
All other courses are continuing. If the Library 
Association decides to hold the December, 1940, 
examinations, “then it is likely that an effort 
will be made to start correspondence courses in 
the Elementary and Intermediate sections in 
January, finishing in time for the examinations.” 


Carnegie Corporation of New York: 

News has been received of the retirement of 
Mr. John M. Russell from the position of 
Assistant to the President of the Carnegie Cor- 
poration of New York. He is to assume an 
administrative appointment at Harvard Uni- 
versity. Members of the Association will recall 
the many evidences of kindness which have been 
received from Mr. Russell in the past, and will 
regret that his term of office is at an end. 

Mr. Charles Dollard has been confirmed in 
his appointment as officer in charge of the 
grant-in-aid programme of the Corporation, and 
has already given substantial evidence of his 
interest in our welfare. 


Conference—Further Registrations : 

Auckland Public Libraries: A. D. Cunning- 
ham, Deputy Librarian (M). 

Canterbury Public Library : E. J. Bell, F.L.A., 
Librarian (D). 

Canterbury University College: C. W. Col- 
lins, M.A., A.B.L.S., F.L.A., Librarian 
(M. & D). 

Country Library Service : G. T. Alley, M.A., 
Officer in Charge (D); Miss E. J. Carnell, 
F.L.A., Liaison Officer (D); W. A. Lind- 
say, Assistant Librarian (D); Miss J. Raw- 
son, M.A., F.L.A., Assistant (M). 

Greymouth : Miss E. Bignell, Librarian. 

New Plymouth: Dr. S. C. Allen, M.D., 
F.R.C.S., Member of Committee (D); 
F. S. Grayling, Chairman (D); A. L. Low, 
Librarian (D). 

Otago University : Miss M. S. Fleming, M.A., 
Cataloguer (M). 

Palmerston North: W. G. Black, Chairman 
(D); H. Greenwood, Librarian (D). 

Wellington: Patent Office, H. T. Atkinson, 
Commissioner (M); E. Booth, A.A.C.L., 
Technical Librarian (M). 


Remits. 


The following remits have been forwarded 
by the Otago Branch for discussion at Con- 
ference:— 


“That Council be instructed to ee 
the possibility of indexing New Zealand 
periodicals.” 

“That Council arrange for the publication of 
an annual select list of books published 
about New Zealand and in New Zea- 
land.” 

“That the Bulletin sub-committee investigate 
the possibility of having half of each 
ae devoted to a special topic; i.e., 
staff number, university and research 
number, high school library number, 
trustees’ number.” 


“That in view of an outgoing council’s 
awareness of current library problems 
and requirements, the outgoing council 
each year shall est to conference 
those projects which it feels most urgent- 
ly require attention.” 


Important Announcement. 


Members and delegates are urged to call at 
the Association rs as soon as ible 
after their arrival in Wellington. If busi- 
ness meeting is to run smoothly, it is essential 
that each delegate should make an effort to 
read through the various documents which are 
to be considered and thus make himself fam- 
iliar with the subject matter before it comes up 
for discussion. Members have already been 
advised through “New Zealand Libraries” that 
copies of the revised Rules of the Association 
were not being circulated because of the paper 
shortage, and the annual report will not be sent 
out for the same reason. 

Registrations should be sent in as soon as 
possible. This year delegates are being asked 
to register for the seminars, in order that a 
check may be —_ of the number present at 
each seminar, and also to facilitate seating ar- 
rangements. 


Have you any problems? 


So far only one question has been received 
for “Question Time.” Are you satisfied with 
the methods used in your library? What per- 
centage of the population uses your library? Is 
there room for improvement? Very few New 
Zealand libraries satisfy the needs of 100 per 
cent. of the population in their district, and 
until this standard is mee gece a ig all 
faced with the problem of improving their ser- 
vice. During this Conference a “Question 
Time” is being held, when assistants and libra- 
rians are asked to bring their difficulties for- 
ward. It is asked, however, that if possible, 
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members will give the Secretary notice of their 
i so that some kind of programme can 
be drawn up in order to facilitate arrangements. 


Auckland Branch. 


At the annual meeting of the Branch held in 
April, 1939, it was that sub-committees 
be set up to canvass members of the library 
staffs with a view to ascertaining their attitude 
towards the work of the Branch and obtaining 
suggestions for projects to be undertaken. Vari- 
ous contributions towards the common cause 
resulted in a decision to undertake courses in 
instruction in library work, senior members of 
the Auckland Central Public Library staff 
undertaking to assist. A junior forum, which 
had for its aims the creating of a greater inter- 
est amongst junior assistants, proved most suc- 
cessful, and was productive of several interest- 
ing papers that provoked considerable discus- 
sion. These meetings preceded the general 
meetings of the Branch. 

When Miss Powell of the Surrey County 
Library Service visited New Zealand, a special 
meeting was arranged in order to give members 


the opportunity of her and hearing her 
speak. Subsequently, Mr. Mitchell of the New 
Zealand Country Library Service, also address- 
ed a meeting. Both these meetings were of 
considerable value, as members were able to 
compare the different services from first hand 
information. 

The English, American and New Zealand 
Library Associations were also taken as subjects 
for discussion, and Miss Minchin, Mr. Cunning- 
ham and Mr. Barr gave most interesting out- 
lines of the work of the various Associations. 
Mr. P. Martin Smith, Auckland Director of the 
W.E.A., dealt with the W.E.A. and the place 
of libraries in adult education. On the practi- 
cal side, an address by Mr. J. Barr on Book 
Production, covering practically every phase 
of this, to a librarian, most important work, was 
made all the more interesting by displays of the 
various materials that go towards the printing 
and binding of books. 

Projects to be undertaken by the Branch and 
now under consideration are the establishment 
of a Hospital Library service and the holding 
of a summer school. 


CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 
Final. 


TUESDAY, 20th FEBRUARY. 


9 a.m.-5 p.m.—Registration at the Offices of 
the Association, Third Floor, King’s 
Chambers, Corner of Willis and Willes- 
ton Streets, C.1. (opposite Stewart Daw- 
son’s). It is hoped that as many as pos- 
sible will register on Tuesday for the 
Conference, and will also register for 
the individual seminars, and give notice 
of questions for “Question Time,” 
Thursday, 11.15 a.m. 


3 pan.—Council Meeting, Lecture Hall, Wel- 
lington Central Library. 

*7.15 p.m.—Broadcast from 2YA. “Your 

Children also Read,” Miss D. M. Neal. 

Evening.—Free. Note: The customary social 


evening will not be held. Delegates may 
wish to visit the Centennial Exhibition. 


WEDNESDAY, 21st FEBRUARY. 


9 a.m.—Photograph, outside Wellington Cen- 
tral Library. 


9.45 a.m.— Welcome to delegates by His Wor- 
ship the Mayor of Wellington, T. C. A. 
Hislop, Esq., C.M.G.; Opening of Con- 
ference by the Patron, Hon. P. Fraser, 
Minister of Education; Presidential Ad- 
dress, Mr. John Barr, Auckland. 
Lecture Hall, Electricity House. 

10.30 a.m.—Interval. 

10.45 a.m.—Business Meeting, Lecture Hall, 
Electricity House. 

12.30 p.m.—Adjournment. 

2 p.m.—Resumed Business Meeting, Lecture 
Hall, Electricity House. Mr. E. H. 
McCormick : “Centennial Publications.” 

3.45 p.m.—lInterval. 

4-5.30 p.m.—Seminars (A). 

(i) “Library Buildings; Principles, Plans and 
Pitfalls.” 
Speakers: (1) Mr. C. W. Collins, 
School and College Libraries. 
(2) Miss E. J. Carnell, Small 
Library Buildings. 
(3) Mr. J. Norrie, City Pub- 


lic Libraries. 


AVM 
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| This Seminar will be held in the Lecture 
Hall, Wellington Central Library, and, if 
time permits, Mr. Norrie will illustrate 
| his remarks by showing those attending 
some of the points of interest in the 
building. 

(ii) “Book-binding and  Book-repairing” 

** (with displays). 


Speakers: (1) Mr. E. B. Ellerm, Fine 
Binding. 


(2) Miss A. Denton, Care 
| of Books. 


(Demonstration Room, Electricity House). 


5.30-6 p.m.—Committee Meetings. 


8 p.m.—Symposium. ”The Library in Educa- 

tion.” The Otago Branch, in collabora- 
tion with Mr. H. C. D. Somerset. (Lec- 
ture Hall, Electricity House.) 


THURSDAY, 22nd FEBRUARY. 


9 am.—Resumed Business Meeting, Lecture 
Hall, Electricity House. 


11 a.m.—lInterval., 


11.15 a.m.—“Question Time,” Lecture Hall, 
Electricity House. Informal general 


meeting. 
12.30 p.m.—Adjournment. 
| 2 p.m.—Committee meetings. 


2.30 p.m.—Seminars (B). 


(i) “Library Equipment for Smaller Lib- 
raries” (with display). 
Speakers: (1) Miss J. Rawson. 
(2) Miss G. L. O. Jeffreys. 
(3) Mr. W. A. Lindsay. 
(Lecture Hall, Electricity House.) 


(ii) “Film in the Library.” 

| Speakers: (1) Mr. W. W. Stirling. 
(2) Mr. C. R. H. Taylor. 

| (3) Mr. F. A. Sandall. 

(4) Mr. W. J. R. Scollay. 

(Lecture Hall, Wellington Central Lib- 
| rary). 
4 p.m.—Interval. 


4.15 p.m.—Seminars (C). 


(i) University, Government and Special 
Libraries. “The Place of the Library in 
the New Zealand University System.” 
Speakers: (1) Mr. W. J. Harris. 

(2) Miss R. C. Reid. 

(3) Mr. H. G. Miller. 
(Lecture Hall, Wellington Central Lib- 
rary). 


(ii) School and Children’s Libraries. 


“Book Selection for Primary Schools and 
Children’s Libraries.” 


Speakers: (1) Miss D. M. Neal. 
(2) Miss K. E. Harvey. 
(3) Mr. D. I. Elliott. 

(Lecture Hall, Electricity House). 


(iii) “Library Assistants : What can - 
** play on the Library Staff and in 
Association ? ” 
Speakers: (1) Miss M. S. Fleming. 
(2) Mr. I. K. McGregor. 
(3) Miss L. Dromgool. 
(Demonstration Room, Electricity House). 


5.45 p.m.—Adjournment. 


8 p.m—Meeting. “Library Policy, Great 
Britain, United States, New Zealand.” 
Speakers: (1) Miss E. J. Carnell. 

(2) Mr. W. J. Harris. 


FRIDAY, 23rd FEBRUARY. 
9.15 a.m.—Seminars (D). 


(i) Seminar for librarians of small 
“Issue systems—Problems of Small Li 


raries.” 

Speakers : (1) Miss M. Macassey. 
(2) Mrs. M. Whitaker. 
(3) Miss J. McLaughlin. 
(4) Mr. A. L. Low. 


This Seminar will be held at the Karori 
Branch Library, and it is hoped that 
transport back to the city may be 
arranged in time for the next session. 


9.30 a.m.—(ii) “Rental and Pay Duplicate 
Collections in Public Libraries: Main- 
tenance of and Justification For.” 
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Speakers: (1) Mr. A. G. W. Dunning- 
ham. 


(2) Mr. H. Greenwood. 

(3) Mr. N. H. Buchanan. 

(4) Mr. J. Barr. 
(Lecture Hall, Electricity House). 


11.30 a.m.—Interval. 


11.45 a.m.—Business meeting for Election of 
Officers, Lecture Hall, Electricity House. 

2.30 p.m.—Committee Meetings. 

3,30 p.m.—Council Meeting, Lecture Hall, 
Wellington Public Libraries. 
Library “At Homes.” 
The senior staff members of the General 
Assembly Library, Alexander Turnbull 
Library, Victoria University College 
Library, Wellington Public Libraries, 
Hutt Valley High School and the 


LIAISON 


The Liaison Officer, Miss E. J. Carnell, will 
shortly be visiting as many as possible of the 
Member Libraries of the Association. Miss 
Carnell will go to the South Island immediately 
after the Conference, leaving Wellington for 
Picton on 26th February. The dates on which 
she will be at the larger library centres of the 
South Island are as follows: — Nelson, 28th 


REVIEWS AND 


“THE YEAR’S WORK IN LIBRARIAN. 
SHIP,” Vol. XL, 1938. Edited for the 
Library Association by Arundell Esdaile 
and J. H. P. Pafford. The Library Asso- 
ciation, London, 1939. Price 10s. (7s. 6d 
to members). 

This number of “The Year's Work in 
be the last 


°8 


Libraries;” Mr. ley on “Professional Educa- 
Mr. Sayers on “Classification” have 


Country Library Service will be “at 
home” to receive visitors and show them 
round. 
8 p.m.—“What do you read? Some women 
*** librarians tell their side of the story.” 
Chairman : Miss A. Woodhouse. 
Speakers: () Miss G. Kerry. 
(2) Miss D. M. Neal. 
(3) Miss A. K. Elliot. 
(4) Miss J. Rawson. 
Public Meeting, to be held at the Lecture 
Hall in the Women’s Court at the Exhi- 
biti 


* Time subject to alteration. 
** Note altered time of Seminar. 
*** An effort is being made to arrange sup- 
per after this ing. Members will be 
advised of this at a later date. 


OFFICER. 


February; Timaru, 9th March; Dunedin, 14th- 
16th March; Inv ill, 18th-19th March; 
Christchurch, 26th-28th March. 

The route taken will be Picton, Nelson, West- 
port, Greymouth, Hokitika, Ashburton, Timaru, 
Oamaru, Dunedin, Invercargill, Gore, Bal- 
clutha, Christchurch. More than forty calls 
will be made on Public, School, Technical Col- 
lege and University Libraries. 


EXCHANGES. 


“STUDIES IN APPRENTICESHIP,” by G. E. 
M. Keys, W. S. La Trobe and A. A. Kirk. 
88pp., 4/-. New Zealand Council for 
Educational Research, Wellington, 1939. 

The latest publication of the Council relates 
to the electrical and plumbing trades, and 
goes into the question of apprenticeship from 
the educational point of view and more particu- 
larly in its applications to the trades mentioned. 

The book ts the result of actual re- 

searches in the field, as well as the collation of 

written records. 


“SCANDINAVIAN PEASANT COSTUME,” 


by Kathleen Primmer. A. & C. Black, 
12/6. 

A book of particular interest to New Zealand 

Libraries has just been published by Adam & 
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Charles Black, London. It is entitled “Scandin- 
avian Peasant Costume,” and is the work of 
Kathleen Primmer, with notes by M. S. Prim- 
mer, her mother. Kathleen Primmer is a young 
New Zealander, born, we believe, at Dunedin, 
and her mother was at one time a journalist 
who wrote for the Dunedin Star, under the pen 
name of “Diana.” The Times Literary Supple- 
ment of 4th November, 1939, comments upon 
the book in the following terms:— 

“The sixty-four pages of drawings and the 

ight colour plates which illustrate this volume 
are delightful, lively, spirited, and finely drawn 
with due but not over-done attention to detail. 
The artist and the writer of the notes both 
know their subject; and from the artistic stand- 
point they are admirably equipped to introduce 
students and designers to the peasant dress of 
Denmark, Greenland, Norway, Sweden, Fin- 
land and ‘Lapland, to each of which they devote 
a cha sew” 

Apart from the personal associations with 
New Zealand, the book will have a great inter- 
est to libraries which have demands for books 
on costumes. It would appear to be well worth 
the 12/6 (English) which it costs.—J.B. 


“PHYSICAL EDUCATION IN THE PRIM- 
ARY SCHOOL,” by David Forsyth. Sup- 
plement to National Education, February 
1, 1940. 15p. New Education Fellowship 
Trust Fund, Wellington. 

This piece of work was undertaken by the 
author not with the idea of adding to our 
knowledge of the conditions of health but in 
the belief that in this way it might be possible 
to discover a method of interesting pupils, 
teachers and parents in the very important 
problems of the health of the child. It is hoped 
that the interest of teachers and parents in the 
report will justify the Trustees of the N.E.F. 


SCHOOLS’ 


Trust Fund in their decision to bear the cost of 

publication and circulation of the report as a 

supplement to “National Education.” 

“MANUAL FOR THE ARRANGEMENT 
AND DESCRIPTION OF ARCHIVES,” 
by Muller, Feith and Fruin. H. W. Wil- 
son Company, 225 p. $3.50. 

“NEW YORK—YESTERDAY, TO-DAY 
AND TO-MORROW.” Reading for back- 


ground series. Annotated reading list pre- 
pared by librarians. 35c. 


ANNOUNCED: 

“Booklist for Hospital Libraries,” a new 
quarterly publication. $1.00 a year. 

“College and Research Libraries,” a new 
quarterly journal. $3.00 a year. 

“Educational Film Catalog,” 1939 edition. 
$4.00 with 1940 supplements. 


DONATIONS AND EXCHANGES: 


— Corporation of New York.—“Report 

of the president and of the treasurer for 
the year ended September 30, 1939.” New 
York. 167p. 1939. 


A.L.A. Bulletin. —December, 1939. 


Bengal Library Association Bulletin.—Vol. IL., 
Nos, 1 & 2. 1939. 


The Library Assistant.—Vol. 32, No. 11. Dec- 
ember, 1939. 


Wilson Library Bulletin.—Vol. 14, No. 4. Dec- 
ember, 1939. 


Swinnerton, Frank.—“The reviewing and critic- 
ism of books.” (The ninth Dent Memorial 
Lecture.) With a foreword by Martin 
Dent. 43p. Oxford University Press, New 
York. 


SECTION 


SIMPLE BOOK-REPAIRS FOR SCHOOLS 
By C. R. H. Taylor, M.A., ‘Dip. Jour., Chief Librarian, Alexander Turnbull Library. 


The following notes are based simply upon 
an examination of the defects that develop in 


books, and application of the most straight- 
forward methods of remedying them. 


The repairs most commonly needed are where 
1. The cloth covers break at the hinges. 


2. The mull and fold of end-papers break 
or loosen at the inside hinges. 


3. The gluing of sections to mull-and- 
paper back come away. 

4. Individual or groups of sections come 
loose. 

First I suggest that attention to a few simple 
rules of treatment might often avoid some of 
these troubles, or at least defer them. 

1. The cloth covers frequently break at the 
hinges because the books are carelessly drawn 
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from the shelf by the top, with a strain on the 
cloth back. Tight shelves contribute consider- 
ably to such ills, particularly by reason of the 
wear on the raised shoulders at the hinges. 
Fy The covers ae, _ often as a result 
of careless handling of a during reading, 
and putting other books on top when he 


volume is open. 


3. The separating of the gluing of the book 
to its back is generally the consequence of a 
book’s having been opened badly in the first 
instance. A book should be opened a dozen 
pages at a time from front and then back, but 
it should never be bent double in the middle 
with a crack, which is not infrequently done. 

4. Sections coming loose may be due to faulty 
thread or workmanship originally, but generally 
it is due to some pretty heavy strain coming on 
the parts ~teewel y Bad opening can cause this 
too. 


REPAIRS. 

Requirements : If a supply of such equipment, 
as, for example, Gaylords of America, can pro- 
vide, is not available, the following materials 
will prove useful. 

1. A selection of light cloths (Sundour is 
a good and cheap line to adopt) for 
exterior mends. 

2. A supply of medium white or cream 
paper of fairly good quality, but not 
too stiff. 

3. Some good paste, preferably prepared, 
but the usual kind, made fairly thick 
but even, with a pinch of alum to pre- 
serve it, will be quite satisfactory. 

. Then glue used with a proper (prefer- 
ably round) brush, and applied reason- 
ably warm. 

5. Scissors, knife, straight-edge, cutting- 
board or zinc sheet, bone (or suitable 
wood) folder. 

6. Letter press or standing press. 

7. Small stock of mull and medium brown 
paper. Also darning needle and linen 

thread (about 16). 


PROCEDURE. 
1. For broken or faulty hinges. If both sides 


it, it is perhaps best to remove the cloth 
back, and if it is still in good condition except 

edges, remove the paper stiffening, and 
glue strip to a piece of new cloth as near 
same colour as possible, fold top and 

same height and leave about half 
an inch extra on each side. Now you have a 


- 


choice of either gluing this to the outside of 
the boards, or, lifting the cloth from the boards 
with the folder and slipping the half inch strip, 
glued both sides, between. This latter is the 
more difficult, but is both neater and stronger. 
The job should then lie in the press for a few 
hours, or under a weight—not too heavy. 


Of course, if the old back strip is lacking or 
unusable, the new cloth alone will serve, and 
the title, etc., can be reinscribed in the custom- 
ary way—white ink, label, etc. 


2. For broken or loose inside joints. This is 
a very common ailment, and yet is rarely satis- 
factorily remedied, mainly because it is not first 
properly diagnosed, for such a defect can be 
anything from loosely fixed mull to a loose and 
broken back. If the mull alone has come away 
from the board, open the volume wide so that 
a paste brush can be slipped down and applied 
to the part affected. Often it is easier to slacken 
it carefully a little further in order to apply 
the paste. A strip of cloth about an inch wide 
could be then glued in the fold of the end- 
paper, the volume closed carefully with a strip 
ef American oilcloth to prevent sticking, and 
placed in the press till dry. 

When the damage is more serious, it may be 
necessary to glue a strip of cloth to the book’s 
spine (not the cover), run a few stitches through 
this from several end sections, affix a new end 
paper, and, after removing as much of the old 
mull and end paper as necessary, paste down 
firmly again, cloth and end paper together. If 
a number of pages are loose, it may be best 
to over-cast them (gather 8 or 10 in a group 
and run an over-and-over stitch through the 
inner edges). These can then be stitched into 
the back with a thread along the centre of the 
group, caught to the back at two or three places. 
A touch of glue should then be applied along 
this back to make all firm before affixing to it 
an end-paper and replacing the board again. 


3. Sections of book parting from the glued 
back: As long as this fault has not gone too 


4. Loose Sections: Where there are more 
than two or three sections loose, the matter is 
generally only safely met by rebinding, and 
normally this means that the original exterior 
can be used again, and no trimming should be 
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necessary. I have found it possible, however, 
where one or two sections have broken away 
(they generally go in twos and threes) that it 
is possible to fasten on to the existing thread, 
sewing carefully through the glued back and 
passing the needle (as light a one as convenient) 
out directly through the outer cloth at the edge. 
This is unorthodox, but quite effective, and 
leaves practically no trace. Using two needles, 
each taking a portion of the thread, the sec- 


tion can be drawn into place quite firmly and 
knotted near a kerf, or cut. Individual loose 
leaves or plates can be tipped in with paste, of 
course. 

Before book repair is attempted, the structure 
of a book, especially the methods of sewing, 
should be familiar to the amateur repairer. If 
possible, the little handbook “Bookcraft” should 
be secured and its suggestions either adopted 
or adapted. 


BOOK LIST—February, 1940 


No annotations are given where titles are sufficiently self-explanatory, or for 
lighter fiction by well-known authors. All prices shown are published prices. 


PHILOSOPHY : 
Price, H.—Fifty years of physical research. Long- 
mans. 10/6 1939 133 
Authoritative record of experiments by reputable 


investigators. 


SOCIOLOGY : 
Low, A. M.—Modern armaments. Gifford. 
8/6 19939 355 
Explains modern weapons to the layman. 
Pritt, D. N.—Light on Moscow. Penguin books. 
6d. 1939 327.47 
Puts the case for Russia’s attitude in the pre- 
sent conflict. 
Robins, L.—The economic causes of war. Cape. 
5/- 1939 330.1935 
Careful investigation by a distinguished econo- 
mist. Advocates federation. 
Roughead. W.—Neck or nothing. 
10/6 1939 343.1 
Retells the stories of famous crimes. 
Wallack, W. M. and others—Education within 
prison walls. Teachers’ college, New York. 
$2.25 1939 371.93 


NATURAL SCIENCE : 


Marias, E. N.—My friends the baboons, Methuen 
5/- 1939 599.8 
Readable: account of the habits of the baboon, 
stressing its resemblance to man. 
Sanderson, I. T.—Caribbean treasure. Viking press. 
$3 1939 591.98 
Experiences of a zoologist in the West Indies 
and Dutch Guiana. Entertainingly told. 


APPLIED SCIENCE : 
Cookson W. and Bold A.—The elements of sheet 
metal work. Technical press. 
6/- 1939 671 
Hjorth, H.—Forty pieces of fine furniture. Bruce. 
$2.50 1939 684 
Full instructions for amateur cabinetmakers. 
with diagrams and photographs. 
Howes, H.—Modest poultry management. Mac- 
millan. 2/6 1939 636.5 
Vinycomb, T.B.—Electricity to-day. Oxford. 
4/6 1939 621.3 
Outline of modern developments, for the layman. 


FINE ARTS: 
Briggs, W. G.—The camera in advertising and 
industry. Pitman. 12/6 1939 770 


Survey of commercial photography, with 53 
photographs, each of which is critically dis- 
cussed. 

Gibbin, L. D.—How to build a music-teaching 
connection. Oxford. 3/6 1939 780.7 
Deals with the business management, rather 
than the teaching, aspect. 

Liszt, R. G.—The last word in make-up. Harrap 

8/6 1939 792 
Practical instructions for all types of make-up. 


LITERATURE : 


Herbert, A. P.—General cargo. Methuen. 

6/- 1939 827 
Amazing comments, in verse and prose, on 
various current topics. 

Hogben, L.—Dangerous thoughts. Allen & Unwin. 

8/6 1939 824 
Stimulating essays on the historv of science, and 
on current social and political questions. 

Inge; W. R.—A pacifist in trouble. Putnam. 

7/6 1939 824 
Dean Inge’s views on the current war and 
numerous other problems. 

Shaw, G. B.—In good King Charles’s golden 
days. Constable. 6/- 1939 822 
Several seventeenth century celebrities, includ- 
ing Charles II., Nell Gwynn, Fox and Kneller 
discuss theology, statecraft and things in general. 


TRAVEL. 
Courtney, R.—African escapade. H. Jenki 
10/6 1939 916 
Unconventional account of some years of roam- 
ing in Africa. 
Morton, H. V.—Ghosts of London. Methuen. 
6/- 1939 914.21 
Deals with survivals of past customs still linger- 
ing in London. 
Newman, B.—Baltic roundabout. H. Jenkins. 
10/6 1939 914.74 
Pleasant record of bicycle tour. 
Raven-Hart, R.—Canoe to Mandalay. Muller. 
10/6 1939 915.9 
Discursive account of a tour through Burma by 
canoe. 
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1939 915.1 
Vivid sketches of life in China and Indo-China. 
Tothill, V.—Doctor’s office. Blackie. 


7/6 1939 917.298 
Life in Trinidad as seen by a doctor. Stresses 
social and economic factors. 
Wells, A, W.—South Africa, Dent, 
10/6 1939 916.8 


Readable book of reference, descriptive and 
ee withmaps, photographs, bibliography, 


Wray, J. W.—South sea vagabonds. H. Jenkins. 
10/6 1939 910.4 
Four New Zealand yachtsmen cruise the Pacific 
in a home-made boat. 


BIOGRAPHY : 
SS. H.—Life af Captain Cook. Sidgwick 
16/ 1939 
By a New eee Stresses Cook’s dealings 
with the Maoris. 
—The real oe Shaw. Dent. 
8/6 1939 
Dickson, L.—Hialf-breed. The story of Grey Owl. 
P. Davies, 10/6 1939 
Life of the well-known American naturalist and 
writer. 
Dutch, Oswald.—Hitler’s twelve apostles. Arnold. 
10/6 1939 
Sketches the careers of the more prominent 
German leaders. 


Lee, Jennie—To-morrow is a new day. Cresset 
press. 8/6 1939 
Autobiography of a British woman M.P. Deals 


chiefly with the life of the Scottish poor. 


HISTORY : 


Angell, N.—For what do we fight? H. Hamilton. 
6/- 1939 940.5 
Discussion of war aims. Supports the war, but 
is critical of Britain’s past policy. 

Beaglehole, J. C.—The discovery of New Zealand. 
Dept. of Internal affairs. 5/- 1939 995 
Deals with the coastline and not the interior. 
The voyages of Kupe, Tasman, Cook, 

Boveri, M.—Minaret and pipeline. Oxford. 

21/- 1939 950 
Survey of the Near East, stressing political, 
economic and strategic factors. 

Gam & 3 B. and Veitch, H. C., Wanganui.— 

Star Pub, Co. 21/- 1939 995 
y neste history. 
Cooper, Duff.—The second world war : first 
10/6 1939 940.5 
Covers the period from Munich to September 
1. The author’s speeches and periodical articles, 
with connecting text. 


Guedalla, P.—The hundredth year. A 
worth, 12/6 1939 940.5 
History of the year 1936, which the author re- 
gards as a turning-point in European affairs. 

a ny G. and Jones, S. R.—Old household 

Batsford. 7/6 1939 942 
A ye of everyday life, with illustrations, 
and much anecdotal lore. 

Miller, E.—Camp, tramps and trenches. Reed. | 

8/6 1939 940.48 
A New Zealander’s experiences in the last war. 


FICTION : 
Cambridge, E.—Portrait of Angela. J. Cape. 
7/6 
Charmingly sentimental story set in the West 
Indies. | 


Cole, G. D. H. and Cole, M.—Greek tragedy. 
Collins. 


. 7/6 
Detective story. 
Dell, J.—Nobody ordered wolves, Heinemann. 
7/6 
Amusing satire on the film industry. 


Duke, W.—Household + Jarrolds. 


Readable story of a _- ae middle-class 
family during the Victorian period. 


Gibbons, Stella—My American. Longmans. 
8/6 
Romantic novel by the author of “Cold Comfort 
arm.” 


Learoyd, C. G.—Physicians’ fare. Arnold. | 
7/6 1939 
Short stories written round the medical pro- 
fession. 


Marquand, J. P.—Wickford Point. R. Hale. 
8/6 
Chronicles of a charming and thoroughly un- 
deserving family. 
Masefield, J—Live and kicking Ned. Heinemann. 
8/6 


Lively adventure story. Sequel to “Dead Ned.” 
Mitchell, M.—Viper’s progress. 
8/6 
Portrait of a thoroughly unscrupulous woman. 
_— D. L.—In the teeth of the evidence. Gol- 
7/6 
Tenis story. 
Thompson, E.—John Arnison. Macmillan, 
7/6 
S yours man’s experiences in Edwardian Eng- 
and. 
Weidman, J.—What’s in it for me? Heinemann. 


6 
Adventures of a thoroughly unscrupulous high- 
pressure salesman. Sequel to “I can get for you 
wholesale.” 





All questions 
SECRETARY. 


C1. 
that in remitting the Association, exchan 
and postal orders should be made ble to the SECRET. 
and not to any individual by name. — 


to the Activities of the Association should 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, P.O. Box 1529, 


Sia aeS Box ‘1529, WELLINGTON, 
It is asked 


be addressed to ees ones, HON. 
N, Sis while 


ART PERRY, HON. EDITOR, “ 


should be added to cheques, and that cheques 
ZEALAND Y ASSOCIATION, 
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